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Public institution means an institu-
tion that is operated by or controlled
by the Federal government, a State, or
a political subdivision of a State such
as a city or county. The term public in-
stitution does not include a publicly op-
erated community residence which
serves 16 or fewer residents.

Resident of a public institution means a
person who can receive substantially
all of his or her food and shelter while
living in a public institution. The per-
son need not be receiving treatment
and services available in the institu-
tion and is a resident regardless of
whether the resident or anyone else
pays for all food, shelter, and other
services in the institution. A person is
not a resident of a public institution if
he or she is living in a public edu-
cational institution for the primary
purpose of receiving educational or vo-
cational training as defined in this sec-
tion. A resident of a public institution
means the same thing as an inmate of a
public institution as used in section
1611(e)(1)(A) of the Social Security Act.
(See § 416.211(b), (c), and (d) of this sub-
part for exceptions to the general limi-
tation on the eligibility for Supple-
mental Security Income benefits of in-
dividuals who are residents of a public
institution.)

SSI means supplemental security in-
come.

State assistance means payments
made by a State to an aged, blind, or
disabled person under a State plan ap-
proved under title I, X, XIV, or XVI
(AABD) of the Social Security Act
which was in effect before the SSI Pro-
gram.

We or Us means the Social Security
Administration.

You or Your means the person who
applies for or receives SSI benefits or
the person for whom an application is
filed.

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 49
FR 19639, May 19, 1984; 50 FR 48570, Nov. 26,
1985; 50 FR 51517, Dec. 18, 1985; 54 FR 19164,
May 4, 1989]

§ 416.202 Who may get SSI benefits.
You are eligible for SSI benefits if

you meet all of the following require-
ments:

(a) You are—
(1) Aged 65 or older (subpart H);

(2) Blind (subpart I); or
(3) Disabled (subpart I).
(b) You are a resident of the United

States (§ 416.1603), and—
(1) A citizen or a national of the

United States (§ 416.1610);
(2) An alien lawfully admitted for

permanent residence in the United
States (§ 416.1615);

(3) An alien permanently residing in
the United States under color of law
(§ 416.1618); or

(4) A child of armed forces personnel
living overseas as described in § 416.216.

(c) You do not have more income
than is permitted (subparts K and D).

(d) You do not have more resources
than are permitted (subpart L).

(e) You are disabled, drug addiction
or alcoholism is a contributing factor
material to the determination of dis-
ability (see § 416.935), and you have not
previously received a total of 36
months of Social Security benefit pay-
ments when appropriate treatment was
available or 36 months of SSI benefits
on the basis of disability where drug
addiction or alcoholism was a contrib-
uting factor material to the determina-
tion of disability.

(f) You file an application for SSI
benefits (subpart C).

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 58
FR 4897, Jan. 19, 1993; 60 FR 8149, Feb. 10,
1995; 61 FR 10277, Mar. 13, 1996]

§ 416.203 Initial determinations of SSI
eligibility.

(a) What happens when you apply for
SSI benefits. When you apply for SSI
benefits we will ask you for documents
and any other information we need to
make sure you meet all the require-
ments. We will ask for information
about your income and resources and
about other eligibility requirements
and you must answer completely. We
will help you get any documents you
need but do not have.

(b) How we determine your eligibility
for SSI benefits. We determine that you
are eligible for SSI benefits for a given
month if you meet the requirements in
§ 416.202 in that month. However, we
usually determine the amount of your
SSI benefits for that month based on
your income in an earlier month (see
§ 416.420). Thus, it is possible for you to
meet the eligibility requirements in
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